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PREFACE

WE arc happy to bring out this critical edition of the Visnusmrti with the
Kefavavaijayanti commentary of Nandapandita as the nincty-third volume
in the Adyar Library Series. The Visnusmrti is one of the most important
and popular basic texts on Dharma-§astra and has been published several
times. Dr. Jolly’s edition of the text with brief extracts from the com-
mentary of Nandapandita was published by the Asiatic Socicty of Bengal
in 1881; Jolly’s English translation of the text was included in the Sacred
Books of the East Series and published as its scventh volume in 1880. The
Kesavavaijayanti of Nandapandita is the only extant commentary on the
Visnusmrti. Nandapandita, a scventcenth century scholar from Varanasi,
has many works on Dharma-§astra to his credit, and in this claborate com-
mentary he discusses the views of earlier writers and gives a lucid exposition
of the various topics dealt with in the text. The importance of Kesava-
vaijayanti has been fully recognized by scholars like Jolly and Kane, but it
is only now that this exhaustive commentary is published in full for the
first time.

The publication of the Visnpusmrti with this important commentary
was contemplated by the Adyar Library long ago and the late Professor
K. V. Rangaswami Aiyangar undertook to prepare the critical cdition with
the assistance of Sri A. N. Krishna Aiyangar who was then a member of
the staff of the Adyar Library. The available manuscripts were collected
and the preliminary work of collation was started. The first sixteen pages
of the commentary were published as a specimen in the Adyar Library Bulletin,
volumes 7 and 8, 1943-4; but the work did not proceed further.

When the Education Department of the Government of India offered
financial aid to bring out this important work we took it up for publication.
It was found on examination that the entire work of editing remained to
be done. Pandit V. Krishnamacharya, with his mature scholarship and
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vast cxpericnce in cditorial work, undertook to prepare this critical edition
with the assistance of Pandits K. Parameswara Aithal and K. Ramachandra
Sarma. It is the result of his devotion and concentrated effort.

The following material has been used for bringing out the present

cdition:

(a) Manuscripts:

.

d.

Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Library
MS. D. No. 2662. Paper. Devanagari. 37 fo. 21 lines
in a page. Text only. 1 to 96 Adhyaya-s. Entitled

Brhadvisnusmrti.

India Office Library MS. No. 1342. Paper. Deva-
nagari. 299 fo. 15 lincs in a page. Text and Com-
mentary.  Complete with introductory verses,

India Office Library MSS. Nos. 1343 to 1345. Paper.
Devandgari. 219, 98 and 282 fo. respectively. 11
lincs in a page.  Commentary only,  Complete,

Bhandarkar Oriental Rescarch Institute MS. No. 39
of 1866-8 (174-VI). Paper. Devanagari. 309 fo.
Text and Commentary.  Complete.  Entitled Brhad-
visnusmylyaparanamaka-kathakadharmasitra.

India Office Library MS. No. 1346. Paper. Dcva-
nagari. 187 fo. 10 to 12 lines in a page. Com-
mentary.  Adhvéaya-s 1 to 16.  Incomplete.

India Office Library MS. No. 5408. Paper. Deva-
nagari. 239 fo. 12 to 18 lines in a page. Text

and Commentary. Complete cxcept for a gap in
Adhyaya-s 5 to 18.

India Office Library MS. No. 1347. Paper. Deva-
nagari. 150 fo. (188 to 337). 10 to 12 lines in a
page. Commentary. Breaks off in the middle of the
23rd Adhyaya.
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§. Bhandarkar Oriental Rescarch Institute MS. No. 160
of 1895-1902. Paper. Dcvanagari. 79 fo. 8 lines
in a page. Text only. Incomplete.

g. MS. obtained from the Superintendent of Archaco-
logy, Jodhpur. Paper. Devanagari. 37 fo. 10 lincs
in a page. Text only.  Adhyaya-s 1 to 43.

5. Benaras Sanskrit College MS. No. 22 (of the 5th
Collcction). Paper. Devanagari. 55 fo. A frag-
ment of the Adhyaya-s 15 and 16 of the Com-
mentary.

Z. A MS. containing the Text and Commentary for
a fragment of the work in the beginning. Details
not known. Only collation sheets available.

3. Mysorc Government Oricntal Library MS. No. C. 333
(Descriptive Catalogue, vol. II. No. 137). Paper. Deva-
nagari. 39 fo. 14 lines in a page. Text only.
Adhyiya-s 1 to 96. Adhyaya-s 91 to 94 wanting.

(b) Printed cditions of the Text:
1. Edited by J. Jolly, with brief cxtracts of the Com-

mentary, Bibliotheca Indica Series No. 91, 1881.

2. Edited by Jivananda Vidyasagar in the Dharmasasira
Samgraha, Calcutta, 1876.

3. Entitled Vispusamhita in the Dharmasastra or Hindu

Law Codes, H. C. Das, Calcutta, 1909.

4. In the Smrtisamdarbha, vol. 1, Calcutta, 1952.

For the loan of the manuscripts we are thankful to the authoritics of
the India Officc Library, London; the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras; the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona; the
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Sanskrit College, Varanasi; the Government Oriental Library, Mysore; and
the Superintendent of Archacology, Jodhpur.

We are grateful to the Ministry of Education, Government of India,
for the financial assistance given for the publication of this rare work.

Our thanks are also duc to Dr. V. Raghavan for his valuable sugges-
tions and encouragement.

17 November 1964 RapuA Burnier
Durector,

Adyar Library and Research Centre



INTRODUCTION

THe antiquity of the Dharma-§astra-s may be traced to the Vedic period,
since they are based on ancient tradition and quote Vedic texts, and the
old Dharma-sitra-s form part of the Kalpa-siitra literature which is one
of the six Vedanga-s. Rules of moral conduct and social behaviour found
scattercd in the Vedic texts as well as in the epics and the Purdna-s werc
collected and arranged in a brief and systematic form in these carly Dharma-
siitra-s and Smrti-s, which consequently came to be held in high reverence
and honour on a par with ‘the divinc commands of the Supreme
Lord.! They are designated as Mila-smrti-s. The total number of Smrti-s
varies according to different authoritics on Dharma. Yajfiavalkya?
mentions twenty, Paithinasi?® thirty-six, Sankhalikhita® twenty-one, and

! Vide Mahibhigpa, 1. 1. 47: 3 A3 AEmaf iy W{iﬂﬂ‘ 93t GTWIIEEFN -
fafy and V. 1. 119: Q3 symanfy 1R g 93fa gaiaaified: ande wadify |
2 See Yanavalkyasmyti, 1. 4, 5
(BRI GRS R B NE U
FANGEFEAT; FAAATEER |
WG gt |
AT RTINS, ||
¥ Quoted in Smyticandrikd, p. 1:
A7) SRR ARSI |
TRTHIIATIGUINT: ||
Reamasreiar: ag; Femaa 1y |
ST Q) A Aerafiame |
goeg: T 7 A SR @ T |
AR VRIS W T ||
aRRafe SrmfiEad: |
T SR AT |
4 Quoted in Caturvargacintimani, vol. 1 (BIS 72), p. 527: qgﬁsgqm@i}sﬁﬁaq(gm-

KIS S e ILE VB RTERIGE (RIG] GERIRE SRRk Db oo
B
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Prayogaparijata® and Vaijayanti® mention fifty-seven. These Smrti-s being
written by different authors at different times, it was but natural if they
secmed to contradict one another with regard to certain points. Hence learn-
ed scholars set themselves to write works, sometimes voluminous, discussing
such problems and arriving at definite conclusions. These works are called
Nibandha-smrti-s or digests. Among them, the Smyticandrika, Kriyakalpataru,
Hemadri and Viramitrodaya deserve special mention. Commentaries on
certain important Mila-smrti-s like those of Manu, Yijhavalkya, Visnu
and Parafara werc also written. Among the commentators Medhatithi,
Vijfidnesvara, Apararka, Kullika, Madhavicarya and Nandapandita figure
prominently.
Tue VisnusmrT

The Visnusmrti belongs to the category of Mila-smrti-s and occupies
a prominent place among them, though it is not one of the carliest. No
importance can be attached to the order in which the Smrti-s are mentioned
in other works, because the latter do not agrec with one another in this

1p. 2 f (Mysore ed.):
AagzeaRde) dianlsy ISR |
A Foare AAaeerEd ||
dadtzadr aglfmaaiig =
Auamegrsidar s9aELadFn: ||
U guEa I 9T FEaEa; |
sAifsAifFay &3 amaad ||
Sq[@; GIFANY DeaTHTARET |
IF; FAFART FAE; FAF: |
AT FME) Fafmeag 7 |
iRt daer R |
sl ARGHT gwegy fame: |
o, FwrifsR; soEd aede e ||
AW (6T 4T #d: |
AiFad THId wWEdE g 9 )
IRER AV FTEEaad 7 | ‘
T egfaFan vafatadian ||
* Ch. 100. I: geiRenfidsercag sqamsy SR Raiavskayg sRgRamsSsRan-
gizag and ch. 83. 8: gATERAT SN ORT: |
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respect: Yajfiavalkya has Visnu as the third in his list, Sankhalikhita places
it second and Paithinasi makes it the thirteenth. The Visnusmyti is said to
have becen rcvealed by the God Visnu to the Goddess Earth and is in
this respect unique. It apparently won great popularity as many famous
authors like Vijiianesvara (a.p. 1050), Aparirka (a.p. 1115), Devanabhatta
(a.p. 1200) and Madhavacarya (a.p. 1350) have profuscly quoted passages
from it.

Extent of the Work

The work is strangely cnough divided into one hundred chapters
or adhydya-s, the first being introductory and the last three panegyrical of
God Visnu, Laksmi and the work itsell respectively. The commentator,
Nandapandita, is of the opinion that these four chapters are later additions
made by a sage. But this addition must, however, have taken place long
ago as a verse in chapter 99 has been quoted by Vedantadesika (A.p. 1300).1
While commenting on the last verse of chapter 98, Nandapandita points
out that the total number (96) of laudatory cpithets of Sri Vasudeva in this
chapter correspond to the number of chapters in the work. Thus, accord-
ing to Nandapandita, the text of the Vispusmrti contained originally only
96 chapters, omitting chapters 1 and 98 to 100.

The chapters are not uniform in length. The longest is chapter 5
with 197 aphorisms (183 in prose and 14 in verse), while the shortest are
34, 39, 40, 42 and 76 with only two aphorisms (onc in prose and one in
verse). Gencrally all the chapters have one or more verses only at the end
except chapters 54 and 96 which have also a verse in the middle.
Chapters 1, 99 and 100 are wholly in verse while chapter 74 is entirely
in prose. Chapters 48, 73 and 86 cite some Vedic hymns in full, while
chapters 65 and 67 contain only the initial words (pratika-s). Chapter 56
refers to some hymns by their conventional names (aghamarsana, devakrta,
taratsamandiya, ctc.).

Relation 1o Other Smrti-s, elc.

The Visnusmrty is related to the Katha-Sakhi of the Caraka school
of the Black Yajurveda. The Vaijapanti states that the Visnusmrti belongs to

! Vide Catuhslokibhdsya, 1: a,ﬂﬁtsgfqeﬁ AT —S3TFeT &l g 3 ﬁa?r#q, etc.
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the Katha Sakha.! Many hymns cited in chapters 21, 67, 73 and 86 of the
Visnusmrti are also found quoted in chapters 54, 59, 63 and 66 of the
Kathakagrhyasiitra which is also called Laugaksigrhyasitra. Pandit Madhusudan
Kaul Sastri states in his introduction to the latter work that the
Kithakagrhyasiitra is also called Carakagrhyasitra or Cargyaniyagrhyasitra.t  His
statements arc evidently based on the remarks found written on the MSS.
used by Dr. W. Caland for his edition of the Kathakagrhyasitra.® Caraka is
a common term cmbracing twelve sub-divisions of the school* and Caraka is
said to be the name of VaiSampayana.’ Hence the twelve sub-divisions
might have originated from the pupils of VaiSampayana and are therefore
called Caraka-s.

Many verses found in the Vispusmrti are traceable to the Manusmrti,
the Yajiiavalkyasmyti and the Bhagavadgita. As this topic has been dealt with
in detail by P. V. Kane, I confine myself only to one or two instances.
Verses 59 to 78 in chapter 51 of the Visnusmrti arc the same as verses 34 to 53
of chapter 5 of the Manusmrti. Verses 41 and 39 in chapters 6 and 8
respcctively of the Visnusmrti are identical with verses 53 and 79 of chapter
2 of the Yajiiavalkyasmrti. Verses 48, 49 and 51 to 53 of chapter 20 of the
Visnusmyii are identical with verses 28, 13 and 23 to 25 of chapter 2
of the Bhagavadgita.

The Visnusmrti generally resembles the Vasisthadharmasiitra in style and
in treatment of the subjects. Like the Manusmyli, the Visnusmrti too devotes
the last portion to teach about meditation on God. Some sifra-s in chapter 56
of the Vispusmyti are found in the Sanikhasmrti. The worship of Sri Vasudeva
is described as found in the Vispudharmottara. Verses 3 to 12 of chapter 1

1Vide ch. 67.3. This is corroborated by Vicaspati’s statement in his Sraddhakalpa
also known as Pitybhaktitarangini, quoted by P. V. Kane in the History of Dharmasastra (HDS),
vol. I, 1930 (Additions and Corrections), p. vi: Fafit aReftd dvi sofier qur o IR
AYEIaIE 99 FIARATY; I FEAFRAI |

% Kashmir Series of Texts and Studies 49, p. 6.

3 Dayananda Mahavidyalaya Sanskrit Serics 9, Lahore, pp. iv-v.

4 See Saunaka’s Carapavpiha-sitra, Kashi Sanskrit Series 132, p. 31: Jq4ze7 T=ahf-
F owaka | @ 9@ AW GRA 87 wWeT | T, SR, $30, N, FAgST,
FRFAYAT:, FRCATAL:, FRTTIAT:, AT, AT, A, FxaofaEf |

S Kasika, Kashi Sanskrit Series 37, vol. I, p. 352: qi&% gfy YTaETEIE | TETET
at AT FH T |
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of the Visnusmyti are found in chapter 213 of the Brahmapurana. Almost all
the Nibandha-smrti-s like thc Kriyakalpataru, Smrticandriké and Viramitro-
daya quotc passages from the Vispusmrti, which is referred to as the Brhad-
visnusmréi in the Mitaksara.t

Some Noteworthy Points

Verses 44, 78 and 15 of chapters 15, 51 and 97 respectively give the
derivation of the words putra, mamsa and purusa following their etymological
meanings. Generally most of the verses are written in Anustubh metre
with the cxception of one or two in Tristubh. The work knows the
Paficaratra system, as the Vasudeva, Samkarsana, Pradyumna and
Aniruddha incarnations and the ared form of Visnu are mentioned, giving
pre-emincnce to Vasudeva among the divinities (see ch. 67). Chapter 43
enumerates twenty-one hells (raraka-s) and gives a terrible description of
them and of the torments to be experienced by sinners.  The seven days
of the week with the deities presiding over them, the twenty-seven stars
or naksatra-s with their presiding deitics and the fiftcen lunar days
or tithi-s arc mentioned in conncction with the performance of Sraddha
cercmonics with specific objects (ch. 78). The word pustaka is used in

18.44 and 23.56.

Contents of the Chapters
Ch. 1. Lcgend about the lifting of Goddess Earth by the Divine

Boar (Yajfiavaraha incarnation of Visnu). Prayer to Visnu by Goddess
Earth for teaching her the Dharma of the four castes. Ch. 2. Four castes
and their dutics. Ch. 3. Dutics of kings; appointment of officers in Govern-
ment; rates of taxation; no onc in the country should starve for want of food.
Ch. 4. Weights and measures. Ch. 5. Punishments for various crimes:
forgery; murder; theft; reviling; immoral actions; injury to others; using
false weights in trade; wrong medical treatment; bribery in official circles;
offering invalid mortgage. Ch. 6. Rates of interest on loan, security.
Ch. 7. Validity of documents with or without witness. Ch. 8. Witnesses and
their qualifications. Ch. 9. General rules about ordeals. Ch. 10. Ordeal
of balance (wla). Ch. 1I. Ordeal of fire. Ch. 12. Ordeal of water.

1 Vide 111, 242, 261.
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Ch. 13. Ordeal of poison. Ch. I4. Ordeal of sacred water (kosa).
Ch. 15. Twelve kinds of sons and their shares in property; persons unfit for
shares. Ch. 16, Sons born of mixed marriages. Chs. 17 and 18. Rules for
partition of property. Ch. 19. Cremation of dead body; pollution on
death. Ch. 20. Duration of four Yuga-s, Manvantara-s, Kalpa-s, day and
night of Brahman (Crecator); duration of the lifc of the Creator Brahman;
Mahikalpa. One should not grieve too much on the death of relations.
Ch. 21. Obscquial ceremonies. Ch. 22. Pollution on birth and death of
relations. Ch. 23. Purification to remove the pollution. Ch. 24. Girls who
arc cligible for marriage with men of various castes; different forms of
marriage. Ch. 25. Duties of marricd women: living in harmony with her
husband; she must be of frugal habits. Ch. 26. The wife married from the
samc caste eligible to take part in religious ceremonies along with her husband.
Ch. 27. Religious sacraments such as Garbhadhana, Jatakarman, Namakarana,
Annaprasana, Caula and Upanayana. Upanayana must not be delayed
beyond the sixtcenth year in the case of a Brahmana boy. Ch. 28. Datics
and conduct of a Brahmacarin; he must be always obedient to his tcacher.
Ch. 29. Greatness of a teacher; definitions of Acarya, Upadhyaya and Ruvik.
Ch. 30. Upakarman, Utsarga, list of holidays on which the Veda should
not be studied.  Ch. 31. Father, mother and spiritual icacher are specially
venerable superiors.  Ch. 32, List of other persons to be respected.
Ch. 33. Passion, anger and greed are the natural enemies of men, specially of
householders; they are the main causes of crimes.  Ch. 34. The worst type
of sins (atspalaka-s). Ch. 35. The five great sins such as drinking spirituous
liquor and stcaling gold. Ch. 36. Amupataka-s or heinous crimes such as
theft and murder. Ch. 37. Upapataka-s or minor sins such as reviling the
Veda-s, teaching the Veda for a reward, etc. Ch. 38. Jatibhramiakara (sins
lcading to loss of caste). Ch. 39. Samkarikarana (sins leading to mixture
of castes) such as killing animals, cte. Ch. 40. Apatrikarana (sins leading
to unworthiness). Ch. ¢1.  Malinikarana  (sins  causing defilement).
Ch. 42. Prakirnaka (miscellancous sins). Ch. 43. Enumeration of diverse hells
for sinners. Ch. 44. Rebirth of sinners among animals. Ch. 45, Various
diseases of sinners. Ch. #6. Penances: Aghamarsana, Prajapatya, Tapta-
krcchra, Sitakrechra, Krechratikrechra, Udakakrechra, Milakrechra, Sriphala-
krcchra, Pardka, Samtapana, Mahdsamtapana, Atisimtapana, Tulapurusa
and Parnakrcchra. Ch. 47. Candrayana, Yaticandrayana, Sisucindrayana.
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Ch. 48. Yavakavrata (vow to live only on barley). Ch. 49. Visnuvrata (vow
to please Visnu). Ch. 50. Expiations for killing human beings and animals.
Ch. 51. Expiations for drinking spirituous liquor and cating prohibited food;
flesh-cating is scvercly condemned. Ch. 52. Expiations for stealing gold, etc.
Ch. 53. Expiations for forbidden sexual relations. Ch. 54. Expiations for asso-
ciation with sinners. Ch. 55. Expiations for secret sins; greatness of Gayatri
hymn. Ch. 56. Purificatory Vedic hymns. Ch. 57. Sinners who must be
completely avoided. Ch. 58. Three kinds of wealth: pure, impure and mixed.
Ch. 59. Religious obscrvances for a householder; alms should never be refused
to beggars. Ch. 60. Cleaning of the body at dawn. Ch. 61. Clcaning of
teeth with twigs; prohibited twigs; teeth must be cleaned silently before
sunrise.  Ch. 62. Rules for deamana (sipping of water using certain prescribed
mantra-s). Ch. 63. Rules for starting on a journey; good and bad omens,
Ch. 64. Rules for daily bath and offering of oblations to divinitics and manes.
Ch. 65. Dectails of the daily worship of God Vasudeva. Ch. 66. Materials
of worship of God Vasudeva such as flowers, incense, cloth, food.
Ch. 67. Vaidvadeva ceremony. Ch. 68. Rules about time and manner of taking
food. Ch. 69. Restrictions on sexual intercourse with a wife.  Ch. 70. Rules
about sleep.  Ch. 71. General rules of conduct for a houscholder,
Ch. 72. Control of the mind and other senses.  Ch. 73. The procedure of
Sraddha ceremony, number of Brahmana-s to be fed, hymns to be used, prayer
to Brahmana-s fed. Ch. 74. Performance of Astaka Sraddha. Ch. 75. Manes
meant to be worshipped in Sraddha. Chs. 76 and 77. Times of Sraddha-s.
Ch. 78. Scven weck days, twenty-seven stars, fifteen lunar days or
tithi-s recommended for Sraddha, according to various objects or desires.
Ch. 79. Materials prohibited in Sraddha. Ch. 80. Materials recommended in
Sraddha. Ch. 81. General rules to be observed in Sraddha. Ch. 82. Per-
sons unfit to be fed in Sraddha. Ch. 83. Persons fit to be fed in Sraddha.
Ch. 84. Placcs prohibited for the performance of Sraddha. Ch. 85. Sacred
places for the performance of Sriaddha. Ch. 86. Letting loose a bull
(vrsotsarga). Ch. 87. Gift of skin of a black antelope. Ch. 88. Gift of a
cow. Ch. 89. Sacred bath during the month of Karttlka Ch. 90. Gifts
to be given in the mpnths of Margasirsa, Pausa and Magha Ch. 91. Gift
for public use of wcll, tank, garden, temple, etc. Ch. 92. Gift of land,
horse, gold, silver, food, bed, umbrella, etc. Ch. 93. Persons fit to receive
the gifts. Ch. 94. Rules prescribed for Vanaprastha (forest hermit).
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Ch. 95. Food, austerities and conduct of a Vinaprastﬁa. Ch. 96. Samnyaisin-s,
their life, duty, detachment from worldly affairs. Anatomy of human
body. Ck. 97. Meditation on God Vasudeva. Ch. 98. Praise of Vasu-
deva by Goddess Earth. Ch. 99. Praise of Laksmi by Goddess Earth,
Ch. 100. Reward for studying the work.

THE Vayayant

The Vaijayanti by Nandapandita alias Vinayakapandita of Varanasi
or Benares is an exhaustive and learncd commentary, the only one known
to have been written on the Vispusmyli. It explains the meaning of almost
all the words of the text as well as the difficult passages quoted. Nanda-
pandita gives a clear exposition of the topics dealt with in the text by
quoting abundantly various relevant passages from major Smrti-s like those
of Apastamba, Bodhdyana, Asvalayana, Manu, Yijhavalkya, Gautama,
Vasistha, Parasara, Sankha and Harita, and some minor Smrti-s like thosc
of Yama, Samvarta and Paithinasi. He tries to arrive at an acceptable
conclusion after discussing diverse passages which seem to conflict with onc

another.

Criticism against Other Authors

The author docs not hesitate to criticize even well-known writers in
the field like Vijiiane$vara, Madhavacarya and others, as can be scen from

the instances quoted below:
Vaijayanti, p. 50: 37 “gio Rl @ (1 agiamea " 3 AT e
wegpEEEaRA anad fEnEl, @ ekt
g IGARAAATIAR A, | (cf. Mita., IL. 35)

p. 156: T ‘ol e R 3R ; @@ T veq el shm
P G A W e gat sesd | el g

W 7 R wW fewEd, g e |

(cf. Mitd., I1. 60)

p. 170: 47 ARsAWN wgal Ifgefew, smafeEaRR Reda-
ARAN, T AFITAREZIEAT | (cf. Mita., 11. 59)

b

”»
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Vaijayanti, p. 199: 99 RAMUARE RGN SARAA JRAER, aq “ad)

b

bR

»

ARE A 3 » IBAA TG el e (cf. Mita., 11.17)

p. 292: 37 TR HEIAY AGTSTE GG, THEIAT 7 ARIRE-
Rt AgzsTE [ A ATRARAGHATIL T A TR
g Rl Eaa, G369 ; geTE agAEAIgERl JEs ¢ @fi-

24 PR, 239 ®R R (cf. Mita., 1. 135)
p. 296: g ARAVATEAAARGA ARARFANG A, o7, FHA-
RegarRaTEmRea | (cf. Mita., I1. 137)

p-301: 7y “wdipag €EEl aeded ud AR | el faraR-
A §aRERT gERd RGN Wi, A

daiaFa saaERFAFIdaRafg: aFEEagEd |
(cf. Mita., T1. 139)

p. 308: T3 Ay daiTeRe A, FRAETE gRERAMRETR:,

2 W ; “ 99 g @A @R,
(cf. Mita., I1. 145)

p. 365: a7 TARFARARAFREY ARTEA] ZAEFA AMARIN &

NFR frarads, a1 Aotz e |
(cf. Mita., T11. 21)

 p. 383: nRW TR air ZRRE ARG SREEER |

(cf. Mitd., 1. 184)

p. 421f: TYT GAEHT RAGEHRGA TEF FAA RFELUSH 97: |
(cf. Mita., 1. 11)

p.475:73°" @ a8 A AR T ATTSEWAIAG O 7 HTIT-

aFeAEA, A 7 WA, S FAaReT e |
(cf. Mita., I11. 261)
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Vaijayanti, p. 489:

»

»

»

»

3

p. 512:

p. 512:

p. 512:

p. 512:

p. 513:

p. 513:

p. 147:

VISNUSMRT!I

7Y ¢ GG GINREEAR 3 A TR I, G

A gRW; 08 TR AR R s R aA Qe |
(cf. Mita., 111 234)

TR gk 1 qawE greTNw ARl gt
EERELI LY (cf. Mita., 1L. 216)

79 WERETRARIMSAIARN AR, FRTHEOER w-
TTVAIRR, AT ; SRAFEEAAT AR ZRGARE
ARAARAIN TERFEANTAAR ARFIHAEAI |

(cf. Mita., 1. 216)

Tugs NEfE PRy A saeaRR, @i seatee;
qrafiRa TS gEEReIg | (cf. Mita., TIL. 216)

T ACHA ATAAAR: TSR T T ; I AT
|ERIIAEE. A qEfasad 3R, @ A; e amd, W g A
F, | (f. Mita., 111. 216)

TS AN ey GRaTRerRi, el oa; ‘e
gaon daEfad fgma 0 R Ee aiEE
“afiad = @REa o ARET WReRerEE |

(cf. Mila., 111. 216)

s W s afg FEaakn R ARk, [
wETEIRR, @i 9 Gal; mafee AeeaEfaneadd
SRfRerEmm | (cf. Mita., T11. 216)

79 ‘T3 9 SRS INEATEAN 299 IR AT,
T vAgseA Al HrRg=Ad aar ¢ el fged 97 g@iRasatiy: |
(cf. Vyavaharamadhaviya, BIS 94, vol, III, p. 226)
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Vaijayanti, p. 288: 93 “#ng Fa” I 999 JARFAN B enawmbmafe-

»

LH

»

"

b2

p. 162:

p. 302:

p- 470:

p. 318:

p- 471:

FRIRAR, T3 sRomEEEd |
(cf. Vyavaharamadhaviya, BIS 94, vol. III, p. 360)

W ‘AEAfET EF) CANSE W | ¢ AETEUEE,
(e A 31 FAgAaRE ghay | 1Y s
AR | Giaeaeaiia fmuaFag |
SRR R B e R C R PG e CB SR IEe et i oG alleiG
FORR SA; 4, @ AR ‘dAsTm D@EvEa IR oam
‘s 1 IR fagamgsd 7aRewa ' |

S —ATHA HeR | @i ff: ; dafw: dea
TAaiE ARt @9 URAN | A 4 e 3 gaRf g
EfERg | AEEIRE g AEEaERl ol . . L 8 A
ﬁ'lfgli’-{ [ (cf. Apararka on Y@jiavalkyasmyti, IT. 139)

AFWENA AR 7 FEAF,, ARG, TR |

1 AEfiaaENaEEAT AR | 9FT ; ST |
(cf. Apararka on Yajravalkyasmyti, IT1. 256)

7 staffamag Fagegwgand ewa, “ goamag figge
WF 397 IR FIAARA IFgFIE, a7 ; ¢ Avsawd

AR FA AL Al B T N R ggeoRR |
(cf. Smrticandrika, p. 268)
u,

“ e B S8 WA 33 AR |
AIe: Al AR AR |
aneE: figas gead @ @an || "
3 FqARRAR W ; RaremmaRfRmE |

! This perhaps refers 10 Bhavadeva's interpretation of the passage in his Prayaicitla-
nirapana for which sce HDS, vol. 1, p. 303 and 7ASB, 1912, p. 335.
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Different Readings and Interpretations without Criticism

Vayjayanti, p. 118:

» P 372:
»w  P.490:
5  P- 545:

qERRE— o FR 33 2’ vaed g giaeda afdo

.. . § wAIEae whag TRWEA: |

Candeévara reads and interprets this passage differently:
“goug o gE, T HEITATAE: Y 9 @A @
gE W fFEY, 3 3 RREFeRaRE s

uq o |
(cf. Vivadaratnakara, BIS 103, pp. 121, 122)

“oeli @eAIgeAEd 41 fa smmdmads a ke i)
Y — —RAAEETER S 2R | AR s | aq e
oA qUF | d29 4 9RTE, A 99 |
Bhaskara’s interpretation:

FIY TRERAT TR A de | aE Aol
(o | @M 939 ok @ A afwiEd | FRER—
a1 Sag | FasaMi |

Sayana’s intcrpretation:

o weAREarIaERameay | afd deiReRa

q TEAM | Ja a1 TRORARA 7 FAq |
(cf. Taittiriya-samhita, 11.5.1.6)

Rfrgarledians, | RfFzieesEse geariede |

Apararka:

ffzamlediaay | ARfigRmel mre siifigaisiaag |
Vijfianesvara:

s AT | (cf. Mita., T1I1. 236)

w0 7 fgel, 7 AwArad ; ¢ R sl g e
FRTRAHIAT | SRz AR, |
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Haradatta reads purusasirah pratipandrtham and explains
the meaning of the word pratipandrtham thus:

g gRAgaN “ SwmiE TA9IY TEeR” I AEeR

a: | O SR | TAEEUEIRE, ; AR @3 |
(cf. Apastambadharmasitra, 1. 28. 21)

YEFREE) R ; ST SRarwR AR aw |
Maskarin explains the word agnyutsadi:
8 LATIARAT AT TS B w6, & TR |

... WRAE § TRERATFREWAR | 4 TR |
(cf. Gautamadharmasitra, XXII. 36)

srafiaATg e — SRR 3 R | -
AR e | FRER: Tl g |
Maskarin explains:

s 7 wRasn ek |
(cf. Gautamadharmasitra, XV. 17)

PRt R ce R BECCREC R
Kulliika says:

“aqn 2e " AT A1 K| (cf. Manusmyti, X1. 256)
IRIRe fER #9; “ReaeRe 5@ T Ree-

i |

Haradatta comments on the sitra, tisthanndacamet prahvo va,
thus: tisthan prahvo va ndcamet. He subsequently gives
another meaning according to others:

AR AF—IRA TR B {83 g F=amag-
Fid Wy | Rty dwIAEE SEw TINEH O T
ferand wafd |

Nandapandita takes the sccond meaning of Haradatta for
his support. (cf. Apastambadharmasitra, 1. 16. 1)
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Vaijayanti, p. 750: Nandapandita divides thc Bodhdyanadharmasitra, 1. 3. 6,
into two parts, reads the latter portion along with the
next sifra and gives different interpretations:

“AMEA AT g T FAREAEEER
ey | Aarer: WA, |

Govindasvamin, reads aupdsanam instead of aupasanah and
gives a different meaning:

ool TAgTRE] B AEd ZagaaE |
(cf. Bodhayanadharmasiitra, 1. 3. 6)

,  p.555: AT Mam—“RwA Bl R WRE FawE ) @
sl ge (A, Awafeded gaid |
Maskarin reads and interprets the sitra differently:

“Ifrk A Ffar SaGER)FAm Seeal g @ Rl
FA | (cf. Gautamadharmasitra, XXII. 29)

Some Noteworthy Points

In the Vagayanti, 37. 15, the passages beginning with sodaryatvam tv atra
trividham on page 484 and cnding with na parivindatiti vakyadvayasyarthah
on page 487 arc identical with those on pages 760 1o 764 of the Samskira-
prakdfa of the Viramitrodaya® Nandapandita and Mitramiéra arc known
to have been contemporaries. Nandapandita mentions names of works
like Puspasara (p. 713), Tattvasagara (p. 714), Ratnakosa (p. 714) and
Mantrakosa (p. 716), which arc not widely known.

That the text of the Visnusmrti and the commentary Vaijayanti come
to an end with chapter 100 is cvident from the fact that this chapter is
devoted to praising the text, that some concluding verses arc scen at the
end of the commentary on this chapter and that the date of copying of the
original MS. is given after the colophon.?  But the commentator Nanda-
pandita writes some verses under the heading ‘ Uttaracarita’ describing

1 ¢SS 30, vol. L.
3 9% Quck FINATE ¢ FIA@RT drineg | o wag |
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the attainment of moksa by his patron Kc§avanayaka by brcathing his last
at Manikarnika, the holy spotin Varanasi. He makes this additional portion
chapter 101 of the commentary Vaijayanti. Again there are three additional
verses by Nandapandita referring to the faultlessness of his commentary
and rcquesting learned readers to point out mistakes if any. Following
thesc are six verses written by one Tardcandra Cakravartin in praise of
the prince Vavarasa (son of KcSavanayaka) and Nandapandita. Then an
additional verse gives the date of composition of the commentary Vaijayanti.

NANDAPANDITA

His Date

For fixing the date of Nandapandita, fortunately we have definite
records. It is explicitly stated in a verse found at the end of the Vaijayanti
that it was completed in Samvat 1679, corresponding to A.p. 1623.1
A manuscript of his work Madhavananda bears the date Samvat 1655, corres-
ponding to A.p. 1599 2 while a manuscript of the Suddhicandrika (commentary
on the Sadasiti) is dated Samvat 1660 corresponding to a.p. 1603.2 One
of the manuscripts of his work Sraddhakalpalatd bears the date Samvat 1641
corresponding to A.D. 1585.4  These three manuscripts are believed to have
been copied cither by the author himself or by some scribes under his
dircction. Therefore Nandapandita’s literary activitics may be assigned to
A.D. 1580 to 1630.°

The following authors arc believed to have been contemporaries of
Nandapandita at Varanasi: Narayanabhatta, Samkarabhatta, Vidyanivasa-
bhatticarya, Nrsimhasramamuni, Madhustidanasarasvati and Nilakantha-
daivajfia.®

1 Vide the 7th verse of the conclusion of the work:
39 RFaareFer P aRifsafai
o g ThEaa WA 37€a fdt |
FIFA| FATAPTRET TIAIRT T
fremeatsfarasr Gaat shawezat g |l
2 See HDS, vol. I, p. 431.
3 Sec Indian Historical Quarlerly, vol. 28, p. 93.
4 See The Poona Orientalist, vol. 15, p. 63.
5 ibid., p. 64.
¢ Vide the English Foreword to the Navaratrapradipa, p. 2,
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His Other Works

Besides the Vaijayanti, Nandapandita is known to have written the
following works: !

1. Dattakacandriki
Dattakamiméamsa 2
Harivams$avilasa
Jyotihéastrasamuccaya 3
Kisiprakasa
Madhavanandakavya
Mimsamimamsa
Navaratrapradipa ¢
9. Pramitaksara, Mitaksaravyakhya

10. Sapindyanirnaya

11.  Smartasamuccaya ?

12. Smrtisindhu

13. Sraddhakalpalata ¢

14. Sriaddhamimamsa

15. Suddhicandrika, Sadafitivyakhya 7

16. Sadradhikiramimimsa

17. Tattvamuktavali

18. Tirthakalpalata

19. Vidvanmanohara, Parasarasmrtivyakhya 8
. 20. Vinayakasantipaddhati

PN

The author refers to the following, among his other works, in the
Vaijayanti:
Dattakamimamsa (p. 270)
Mitaksaravyakhya Pramitaksara (pp. 257, 274, 376)
Parasarasmrtivyakhya Vidvanmanohara (p. 270)
Sadasitivyakhya Suddhicandrika (p. 356)
Smrtisindhu (pp. 634, 670, 678, 679, 710, 842)
6. Sraddhakalpalata (pp. 350, 774)

Rl ol

of. Bhimika to the Suddhicandrikd and the Navaratrapradipa.

2 ASS 116. 3 See HDS, vol. 1, p. 431.
4 Sarasvati Bhavana Texts 23. 5 See HDS, vol. 1, p. 431.
¢ CSS 73. 7 CSS 67.

8 The Pandit, Benares, 1907-11.
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His Genealogy

Regarding the pedigree of Nandapandita we have to rcly upon a
recent work Dharmadhikarivamsavarnana® written by Venirima, a descendant
of Nandapandita. According to this work, Laksmidhara of Bedar was the
founder of the family and belonged to the Mudgalagotra of the Aévalayana
school of the Rgveda. He had two sons: Srikrsna and Govinda. Srikg‘sua’s
son Mahipati lost his father in his boyhood and was taken by his paternal
uncle Govinda to Varanasi, where he was well educated in all the Sastra-s.
Mahipati had two sons: Samkara and Ananta I. Samkara had a son
Viévanitha whose son was Ananta II. Gadadhara, the son of Ananta II,
dicd issucless.  Ananta I had three sons: Krsna, Rama and Gancsa. Krsna’s
son Narayana had two sons: Nilakantha and Khanderaya. Rama had
three sons: Govinda, Vasudeva and Nanda (our author). Gane$a had
two sons: Balakrsna and Madhava. The following table illustrates the
genealogy of the family:

Laksmidhara
Srikrsna Govinda
Mabhipati
Samkara Ananta 1
Visvanatha Krsna Ramapandita Gancsa
| | |
Ananta IT Narayana i
l l ! Bilakrsna Madhava
Gadadhara I f

Nilakantha Khanderaya

Govinda Viasudeva Nandapandita
(author)

1 CSS 78.
D
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Thus Nandapandita alias Vindyakapandita was the sixth in line
from Laksmidhara, the head of the family.  All the members of the family
arc said to have been great scholars holding the honourable position of
Dharmadhikarin-s in the courts of law at Varanasi.

His Patrons

Nandapandita scems to have worked under different patrons at
different times. He wrote the Vaijayanti under the patronage of Kesava-
niyaka, the Sraddhakalpalatd under that of Paraminanda, and the Smytisindhu
under that of Harivam$avarman. In the beginning of the Vaijayanti he
devotes about 96 verses to give the following details about the family of his
patron, Kesavanayaka. In Vijayapura of the Karnataka country, there
was a Brahmana family belonging to the Vasisthagotra, in which was born
Kondapaniyaka. His son was Kesavaniyaka, with the pet name Tammana-
nayaka or Tammannanayaka (verses 16 and 39).1  He married Laksmi and
had five sons: Ananta, Akkanna, Tirmalla, Sri Rima and Narayana. Of
these, Akkanna had two sons: Rudra and Gangadhara. Kc§avaniyaka
went on a pilgrimage to Kasi along with his sons and grandsons and gave
many valuable gifts to Braihmana-s there.  As the Vagjayanti was written under
the patronage of Kefavaniyaka it i1s often called KAesavavaijayanti. The
author’s selection ol the title to his commentary scems to be very appro-
priate becausc Kesavavaijayanti also refers to a particular holy garland of
Visnu or Kesava.

In the beginning of his Sraddhakalpalatd, the author gives the pedigree
of his patron Paramananda. In the city of Sadhdrana there was a ruling
family of the Sahagila race in which were born in successive order Simha-
malla, Visavana, Ripacandra and Paramananda, the patron of the author
while he wrote the Sraddhakalpalata.

! stend @A @ w el aeanaraER am (v 16), rRAEEgargede (v. 39).
In the colophons of some MSS. the name Tammananayaka is written as Tammasanayaka.
This difference is evidently due to the misreading of the lctter o7 (which was generally
written in the Varanasi region as ¢y in the old days) as g, The introductory verse 39
undoubtedly requires the reading Tammanna as the other reading docs not fit the metre,
Moreover, in Karnataka country, names ending with ¢ana’ or ¢ dnna " are very popular, for
instance Siyana, Sayanna, Devana, Devanna, Hiriyanna, Samanna, etc. In the intro-
duction to the Suddhicandrika, the editor used the word Tamana as found in the MS. but
subsequently suggested Tammasa unnecessarily in quoting the colophon of the Vaijayanti.
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At the end of the Samskiranirnaya portion of the Smrlisindhu the
author says that the work was written at the instance of Harivamsavarman
of the Mahendra family.

The importance of Nandapandita as an authoritative writer on
Smrti literature was recognized by early Indologists and jurists in India.
His Dattakamimamsa was translated into Fnglish long ago and was used
as an authoritative text on Vyavahdra by Indian law courts. In Jolly’s
edition of the Vismusmrli extracts from the Vaijapanii commentary by
Nandapandita were given. The present critical edition of the voluminous
commentary in full, making usc of all the manuscripts and other materials,
will, it is hoped, fill a gap in the published Dharma-§astra literature.

V. KRISHNAMACHARYA

1Vide HDS, vol. 1, p. 425, n. 1049.
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